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Eugene Feiner (right) and Geno Merli,
MD, celebrate the opening of the
Eugene Feiner Laboratory for Vascular
Biology and Thrombosis on the 4th
floor of the College Building.

he himself once knew. ”  Gene feels that
generosity is part of his success: “There
is enough for everybody, ”  he says.

Philanthropic efforts have been a com-
mitment since Gene was a young busi-
nessman, but since selling his company
in 1997 he has made it a priority. A
member of the Thomas Jefferson
University President’s C lub, he was also
the Variety C lub’s Man of the Year in
2001.

A special interest in Israel has led Gene
to fund a number of initiatives there,
including a school library and recreation
center in Haifa, where in June 2001 he
received the key to the city. When asked
about the five Russian orphans he spon-
sors in Israel, he says, “ to save one per-
son is to save the world, ”  citing the
Hebrew expression “Tikkun olam”
(repair the world).

Gene met Geno Merli, MD, and Howard
Weitz, MD, some ten years ago, and has
been a patient and friend of Jefferson
ever since. “ Meeting doctors as person-

Eugene Feiner Makes a
Habit of Making a
Difference
The opening on November 14, 2003, of
the Center for Translational Medicine
and the Eugene Feiner Laboratory for
Vascular Biology and Thrombosis was an
historic event for the Department. But it
was a bit more routine for Gene Feiner,
for whom philanthropy is part of every-
day life.

A lways a forward-thinker, Gene took
great pride early in his career in making
new possibilities a reality. He began to
work for the Acme Manufacturing
Company, then a modest local business,
and over the decades built it into one of
the largest manufacturers of its kind in
the United States.

C lose friend and colleague Martin
Coopersmith, who has known Gene
some forty years, says Gene’s “belief in
the premise of giving back and his inter-
est in know ing and helping people
comes from the modest circumstances

able as Geno and Howard, you sense
their compassion as well as their exper-
tise, ”  he says. “That is the best that
medicine today has to offer. It inspires
me to help make possible research that
w ill impact the livelihood of future 
generations in such an important way. ”

To learn more about giving opportunities
or to make a donation to the Department
of Medicine or one of our physicians,
please contact Susan Schiffrin at 
215-955-7556 or via e-mail at
susan .schiffrin@je fferson .edu . 

In Memoriam: 
Daniel M. Tabas
We have been greatly saddened by the
loss of Daniel M . Tabas in 2003, who
was not only a patient, but also a good
friend of Jefferson and Drs. James Burke
and Roger Daniels for many years.
Among the many examples of Mr. Tabas’s
generosity was the new nephrology suite
he made possible at 833 Chestnut Street,
7th floor (below), which now serves our
patients w ith improved space and 
equipment. We recognize the legacy
Dan left to the Tabas Family, his wife,
Evelyn, their children, Lee and Nancy
Tabas, Linda and Murray Stempel, Jo
Ann and Howard Wurzak, Carol Tabas,
Robert and Janine Tabas, and Susan
Tabas Tepper, and know that Dan’s spirit
of philanthropy w ill live on through them.

A plaque in honor of Margaret Kennedy
Detw iler was dedicated at a ceremony 
on the 8th floor of the College Building
on October 24, 2003. In her honor the
Roberts and Detw iler families made a gift
to the Department of Medicine and the
Department of Family Medicine. There to
honor Mrs. Detw iler were (below, left to
right): cardiologist Reginald Ho , MD;
Gregory Kane , MD , representing
Pulmonary Medicine; her husband
Donald Detwiler; her daughter Aileen
Roberts and son-in-law Brian Roberts,
Chief Executive Officer of Comcast; and
Anthony DiMarino , Jr., MD , Director of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology.

The Datz and Murray families came
together on October 21, 2003, in 
gratitude for the work of the Division of
Rheumatology in the area of scleroderma.
A gift was made in memory of John
Murray, who helped raise significant
funds for research that helped many
fight the disease. Mr. Murray was 
tragically killed in the World Trade Center
on September 11, 2001. In attendance
were (above, left to right) his daughter
Alyson Murray, w ife Rory Murray,
father Philip Murray, and sister 
Cathy Datz , as well as Director of
Rheumatology Sergio Jimenez , MD .
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