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T
his year, which would have
marked Tom Glasser’s 30th
reunion at Haverford, we
remember the influence that

this scholar-athlete has had on the
College and—thanks to the generosity
of the Glasser family—on students 
who demonstrate a similar spirit.
Contributions to the Thomas Glasser
1982 Scholarship Fund ensure that aca-
demically talented students who could
not otherwise attend Haverford are able
to do so—not just this year, but every
year going forward, forever. “Tom would
have loved that,” says Track & Field
Coach Tom Donnelly, who was close to
him and the entire Glasser family.
Once Glasser had become a success

on Wall Street in the 1990s, he had a
number of conversations with his father,
Gerald, about setting up a family foun-
dation. After Tom Glasser’s death in 2001
in the attacks on the World Trade Center,
his father proceeded with the plans they
had discussed and named the foundation
in his son’s honor. 
“Tom had average race times in high

school,” says Donnelly, “so what I saw
in him was potential. I think he was
thankful, and that translated into above-
average enthusiasm—which is every-
thing. And it spread to the other guys
on the team.
“He was the kind of team member

who would take part in four events in a
single meet,” recalls Donnelly, “when
most would do one or two. He loved
competing, but most of all, I think he
saw it all as fun.”
Joel Michel ’12 has been a recipient

of the Glasser Scholarship for all four of
his years at Haverford. One of 17 siblings,
the West Philadelphia native—whose
family now lives in Georgia—notes, “For
others, a scholarship might make things
a bit easier financially, but for me it’s
everything.” 

giving back
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Honoring Talent 
and Enthusiasm
The Thomas Glasser 1982 Scholarship Fund

There is still strong awareness on campus of Tom Glasser
’82 and his impact on the Haverford community. His
name and photograph are highly visible in the Douglas B.
Gardner ’83 Integrated Athletic Center, and each year the
Glasser Hall of Achievement inducts exceptional scholar-
athletes from across the decades. By Alison Rooney

Tom Glasser ’82
(left) with Rick
Bashor ’82 by the
Duck Pond.
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Michel, a Haverford basketball player,
is inspired by the example that Glasser
set in track & field. He says he’s realized
that the scholarship does not only benefit
him, “because everyone that I go on to
help, as I leave Haverford and choose a
career, will also be impacted by that act
of generosity.”
Michel seems to embody qualities

that made Glasser stand out in the
Haverford community. He talks about
how to be humble rather than defensive,

for the sake of team morale and unity.
“This translates into the entire Haverford
community,” Michel says. 

Emily Dillon ’08 was a recipient of
the Glasser Scholarship during her soph-
omore and junior years. “I wish I had
met Tom Glasser,” says Dillon, who
played field hockey at Haverford. “When
I learned I received the scholarship, 
I read everything I could about him. 
His life seemed the model of a good 
balance between self-discipline and 

living life to the fullest.”
“I read that he would always be the

life of the party,” she says, “right up until
the moment he had to leave so he could
get up for practice—or, later, to start his
very early day on Wall Street.” 
“The fact that this scholarship rec-

ognizes athletic contributions was mean-
ingful to me,” Dillon says, “because it
was a way I really felt part of the Haver-
ford community.” Her experience as a
student-athlete, which requires self-
scheduling and discipline, is now serv-
ing her well in graduate school. Dillon
started work on a degree in psychology
at Trinity College Dublin this fall, focus-
ing on youth and child research. Now
that she is once again incurring tuition
costs—which she knows will take her
a considerable amount of time to pay
off—she’s especially grateful for the help
she received in financing her undergrad-
uate degree. 
“The scholarship doesn’t necessarily

go to the top athlete on the field; instead
it honors the element of sportsmanship,
which is not always recognized, since
it doesn’t show in statistics,” Dillon says.
“It was great to get that kind of personal
feedback, even if it’s subtle, in the form
of a letter at the end of the academic
year about being selected for the Glasser
Scholarship.”
“There are a lot of students at Haver-

ford who hold teams together and
embody this quality of sportsmanship,
of which Tom Glasser was such a strong
example,” she continues. “And team
attitude is such a large part of the
Haverford experience—and not just in
athletics.”
“Haverford was a great experience

for Tom in all of its dimensions,” his
father says. “It is important to me that
we help as much as we can to make this
opportunity available to individuals who
will benefit from Haverford, as Tom did.”
Between now and June 30, the

Glasser family will dedicate proceeds
from the Thomas Glasser Foundation
to match fifty cents on every dollar for
new gifts made to the Thomas Glasser
1982 Scholarship Fund. 
For more information, contact Ann

West Figueredo ’84 at 610-896-1001
or visit haverford.edu/makeagift. 
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JOEL MICHEL
Class of 2012
Stone Mountain, GA

Major and Special 
Projects

I am a religion major and have a strong interest in public and 

global health. I’m currently working on my senior thesis, which

investigates the role of religion in American public life.

Non-Academic A
ctivities

While basketball has meant a great deal to me throughout my

high school years and time at Haverford, my most meaningful

extra-curricular activity has been the youth mentoring I’ve done

with my church community and at local Philadelphia prisons. 

The mentoring that I received throughout life has led to my 

success in and outside the classroom, and I feel a sense of 

obligation to give back to the community.

Awards and Dist
inctions

I received a summer internship through the Howard Hughes

Medical Institute and worked at the Lankenau Institute for 

Medical Research. 

Career Plans

I am currently waiting for a decision from Teach for America. There is

also the possibility of doing some public health work with Partners

in Health in Haiti or pursuing a Master’s in Public Health degree.

What would you li
ke to tell your sc

holarship donors
?

I am truly honored and blessed to receive the Thomas Glasser

Scholarship. I can honestly say, with humility, that my education

and success here at Haverford would not have been possible 

without your generosity. Furthermore, your gift will not stop 

with me. All the people I will bless from here on will also be 

beneficiaries of your generosity. 

Witness Your Legacy

Thomas Glasser 1982 Scholar ship Fund 

MAKING CONNECTIONS Each year, the College asks all
scholarship recipients to connect with their donors and/or donor families in writing
by completing a “Witness Your Legacy” form. This is one of the special opportunities
available to donors who fund scholarships at Haverford. To learn more, contact 
Director of Stewardship Janet Heron at jheron@haverford.edu or 610-896-1423.
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