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A Legacy for Learning
Jefferson College of Health Professions (JCHP) is an integral part of one 

of the nation's oldest academic health centers, Thomas Jefferson University,

which also includes Jefferson Medical College and Jefferson College of

Graduate Studies. JCHP has three schools: a School of Health Professions

(consisting of Departments of Bioscience Technologies,  Couple and Family

Therapy, General Studies, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and

Radiologic Sciences), a School of Nursing and a School of Pharmacy 

(scheduled to start in fall 2008).   

Who attends JCHP?
Most students enroll at JCHP after completing required coursework at

another college. Some students attend or prepare for JCHP immediately

after high school, through associate degree programs and partnerships 

with other colleges.

Real-world experience

JCHP students attend more than a university–they are part of one of the

nation’s few academic health centers. Thomas Jefferson University offers 

a variety of research and clinical training opportunities through the Jefferson

Health System and more than 1,800 sites in Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey, and Delaware.

A vibrant location

JCHP students live and learn in Philadelphia’s dynamic urban

environment. Our campus is in the historic heart of Center

City, home to museums, clubs, restaurants, shopping, and an

ever-changing list of events—from concerts, 

to theater, exhibitions, and more. 

To learn more about the Jefferson Difference, visit www.jefferson.edu/jchp

.

LOOKING FOR A PRESTIGIOUS HEALTHCARE DEGREE? YOU’VE 

COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE. JCHP GRADUATES ARE RECOGNIZED

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AS LEADERS IN EDUCATION, RESEARCH,

HEALTHCARE DELIVERY, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

The

Jefferson
Difference
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Unique opportunities
Jefferson PT students may

• travel abroad, within the U.S. and throughout the Delaware 

Valley for research and clinical opportunities, through Thomas

Jefferson University Hospital, the Jefferson Health System, 

and other affiliated institutions

• explore unique treatment settings, from Native American 

reservations to homeless shelters

• attend national conferences like the American Physical Therapy

Association Student Conclave.

Proven pathways to success
Recent JCHP Physical Therapy graduates 

• enjoy 93% job placement rates within 3 months of graduation

• Had an overall pass rate of 97.62 on the 2006 National Licensure

Exam, with a pass rate of 95.24 for first-time test takers 

(compared to a national pass rate of 86.6% for first time takers)

• earn starting salaries ranging from $47,000 to $ 80,000 

• receive frequent offers from JCHP alumni to work in 

private practices.

Jefferson’s Physical Therapy program
• has a collaborative, family-like atmosphere where students learn to 

problem-solve and address the individual needs of each patient 

• was ranked in the top 25% of physical therapy programs in the nation by

U.S. News &World Report, 2005.

A Distinguished
Program
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a Dynamic,
Multifaceted Career
in Physical Therapy

Today’s physical therapists:

• help individuals restore, maintain and promote optimal physical function

• care for people across the lifespan—from premature infants to 

the elderly

• are experts in examination and treatment of musculoskeletal and neuro-

muscular problems that affect people’s ability to function optimally

• are skilled in prevention and health maintenance techniques that assure

maximum health, wellness, and fitness

• work in a range of environments, such as outpatient clinics or offices;

inpatient rehabilitation facilities; skilled nursing, extended care or 

sub-acute facilities; private homes; education or research centers;

schools; hospices; occupational environments; fitness centers and 

sports training facilities.

Physical therapists have the rewarding opportunity to make a difference in

people’s lives, whether it’s helping a woman to walk after a car accident,

supporting a man to regain the use of his hands after a stroke, or assisting

a child with a disability.

About half of the 70 or so physical therapists at Fox
Rehab are Jefferson graduates. They are fantastic people 
with excellent skills, and many times have been promoted 
to management positions here because of their initiative.”

Tim Fox, MS ’95, President, 
Fox Rehabilitation Services, P.C., Cherry Hill, N.J.

Career Options after Jefferson

A Bright Future

JCHP physical therapy graduates are well received in the marketplace.

Most students have 2–4 job offers by the time they graduate. The most

difficult part of your job search may be choosing which offer to take! 

JCHP Career Development Center offers:

• On-site job fairs attended by hundreds of corporate 

and healthcare recruiters

• Alumni Networking Nights to assist students in learning 

about various career paths

• Assistance with job search and graduate/professional school plans.

“You have a Physical Therapy degree from

Jefferson? When can you start?”
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Faculty 
Distinctions
JCHP graduates and faculty members are not only excellent
clinicians, but also researchers whose work has defined
their fields. Published in the most competitive professional
journals, they serve as expert advisors for organizations
like the National Multiple Sclerosis Society and the
American Cancer Society. They regularly present their work
at national and regional conferences such as the American
Physical Therapy Association Annual and Combined Section
Meetings, Student Conclave, and the Pennsylvania Physical
Therapy Association Annual Conference. 

To learn more about specific achievements, visit
www.jefferson.edu/jchp/pt/facaccomp.cfm

Learn from a

team of

national

leaders

JCHP students, graduates, and faculty bring their innovative,
creative thinking to the community through projects such as:

• The “Hands of Hope” Homeless Shelter, a student-run project that has received
international recognition. Students and faculty mentors provide physical thera-
py care for the homeless in Philadelphia.

• Blood-pressure screenings and public physical therapy education programs at
Philadelphia’s Market East SEPTA Station.

• The American Cancer Society’s “Making Strides for Breast Cancer” walk.
Jefferson students have raised thousands of dollars to support breast cancer
initiatives over the past 4 years.

• Annual fundraisers supporting physical therapy research through the American
Physical Therapy Association’s Foundation for Physical Therapy.

• Fundraising for organizations such as the New York Firefighter’s Burn Center,
Habitat for Humanity International, the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the American
Cancer Society, as well as other local and national organizations.

The Jefferson faculty stays engaged in PT practice so
that they have fresh clinical stories to tell in an ongoing 
way about how therapy is delivered. It’s unique to have a
number of other disciplines represented on the faculty—
an engineer, a nurse, an OT, and an MD—who offer new
perspectives for our students.”

Julie Mount, PhD, PT faculty

Student
Opportunities

I’m one of the coordinators of the Hands of Hope 
program, which provides physical rehabilitation and 
fitness programs to homeless men in Philadelphia. It’s 
challenging to think outside the box about how to help
people with such severe financial restrictions, but also
exciting to see them make transitions.” 

Katie O’Shea, 3rd year PT student

A community of caring

Jefferson prepares students for
interdisciplinary practice. Here, a
PT and OT student work together
with Julie Mount to help a patient
who has trouble getting out of bed. 
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The Highest
Degree of Physical Therapy

D E G R E E  AWA R D E D

Doctor of Physical
Therapy (DPT)

L E N GT H  O F  P R O G R A M

Three years post-
baccalaureate study

ST R U C T U R E  O F
C U R R I C U L U M

Three years of didactic
work interspersed with
four full-time clinical
internships, for a total
of 36 weeks of clinical 
experience.

Post-Baccalaureate Pathway
Students who have earned a bachelor’s degree in any field may apply
to the DPT program. The following is required:

• 59 credits of prerequisite courses (see p.12)

• A cumulative GPA of at least 3.0

• A cumulative science GPA of at least 3.0

In addition, 50 hours of volunteer or work experience in two physical
therapy settings is strongly recommended.

3 + 3 Programs
Enrolled high school seniors complete the DPT in 6 years following
high school. Students apply to one of our partner institutions—
Elizabethtown College, Muhlenberg College, Penn State-Abington,
Saint Joseph’s University, or Villanova University—and spend 3 years
there working towards a bachelor’s degree. As long as all required
coursework is completed, students will transition to Jefferson where
they will complete the DPT in another 3 years.

Transitional DPT
Physical therapists who graduated from CAPTE-accredited schools
can fill in gaps between their professional baccalaureate or master’s
degree and the current entry-level professional DPT. Designed for
students who work full time, the program combines online and week-
end coursework. Jefferson waives up to 9 credits for students who
have documented clinical practice as a physical therapist. MSPT stu-
dents can complete the coursework in one year of part-time study;
BSPT students will require 11⁄2 to 2 years to complete the degree.

Admissions criteria for the 3 + 3 program 
are listed on our Web site at 
www.jefferson.edu/jchp/admissions/partners.cfm

are a high school student 3+3 program

have a bachelor’s degree post-baccalaureate pathway

have a BSPT or MSPT transitional DPT

If you  . . .                   then consider the

P R O G R A M  O P T I O N S

There are several pathways to enter a DPT program.

I knew in high school exactly what I wanted to do, and the
3+3 program helped me tailor my undergraduate courses to
what I would need. Once I got to Jefferson I was amazed by
how much individual attention I got from the faculty—I can’t
say enough about them.”     

Heather Shriver, PT student
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FIRST YEAR CREDITS

Fall semester 
(15–16 WEEKS: SEPT.–DEC.)

Advanced Human Anatomy 3
Biomechanics and 
Kinesiology 4

Clinical Physiology I 3
Clinical and Professional 
Skills I 4

Physical Therapists as 
Learners and Teachers 3

TOTAL: 17

Spring semester 
(15–16 WEEKS: JAN.–MAY)

Clinical Physiology II 3
Neuroscience 3
Critical Inquiry I 2
Clinical and Professional 
Skills II 4

Musculoskeletal PT I 3
Advanced Anatomy 
Laboratory 3

TOTAL: 18

SECOND YEAR CREDITS

Pre-Fall Semester 
(10 WEEKS: JUNE–AUG.)

Modalities and 
Physical Agents 3

Cardiovascular and 
Pulmonary PT 4

Pharmacology 2
Integrated Clinical 
Affiliation (classroom) 1

TOTAL: 10

Fall Semester A 
(8 WEEKS: SEPT.–OCT.)

Integrated Clinical 
Affiliation I 4

Fall Semester B 
(8 WEEKS: NOV-DEC)

Musculoskeletal PT II 2
Critical Inquiry II 2
PT for the Integumentary 
System 2

Motor Function 
Throughout the Lifespan 3

TOTAL: 9

Curriculum
Spring Semester 
(12 WEEKS: JAN.–MAR.)

Rehabilitation: Continuum 
of Care 3

Musculoskeletal PT III 2
Neuromuscular PT I 4
Healthcare Delivery Sys. 2
TOTAL: 11

Pre-Summer Session 
(8 WEEKS: APRIL–MAY)

Integrated Clinical 
Affiliation II 4

THIRD YEAR CREDITS

Pre-Fall/Fall Semester A 
(14 WEEKS: JULY–OCT.)

Applied Exercise Phys. 3
PT Clinical Decision 
Making in Pediatrics 3

Neuromuscular PT II 3
Critical Inquiry III 3
TOTAL: 12

Fall Semester B 
(10 WEEKS: OCT.–DEC.)

Integrated Clinical 
Affiliation III 5

Spring Semester 
(15–16 WEEKS: JAN.–APR.)

PT Clinical Decision Making 
in Geriatrics 3

Prosthetics and Orthotics 3
Business and Leadership 
in PT Practice 3

Comprehensive PT 
Clinical Decision Making 4

Clinical Physiology III 3
TOTAL: 16

Summer Session 
(12 WEEKS: MAY–AUG.)

Integrated Clinical 
Affiliation IV 5

CREDIT SUMMARY CREDITS
First-Year 35
Second-Year 38
Third-Year 38
Total Credits for DPT 111

* LAB REQUIRED.

** 6 CREDITS OF PSYCHOLOGY (ABNORMAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL PREFERRED.

*** 3 CREDITS OF COMPOSITION/WRITING REQUIRED AND 3 CREDITS ETHICS OR 

PHILOSOPHY PREFERRED.

Prerequisites
Before you can enroll in the DPT program the
following courses are required:

COURSE CREDITS
Science
Anatomy and Physiology* 8
Biology* 8
Chemistry* 8
Physics* 8

Mathematics
College Algebra 
(Trigonometry or higher) 3
Statistics 3

Social Sciences** 9
Nutrition or 
Health and Wellness 3

Humanities*** 9
TOTAL CREDITS 59

Doctor of Physical Therapy Degree Program

For complete course listings, please visit our Web site at 
www.jefferson.edu/jchp/pt/curr.cfm

In addition to meeting all academic requirements, students must meet all 
performance requirements for the program. Refer to the online JCHP Catalog for details,
http://jefferson.edu/jchp/studentlife/cat.cfm or 215-503-8890.
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Student 

Life
AS A JCHP STUDENT, YOU’LL HAVE THE BENEFITS OF PHILADELPHIA’S 

COSMOPOLITAN CULTURE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. IT COULD TAKE A 

LIFETIME TO DISCOVER ALL THAT THIS DYNAMIC CITY HAS TO OFFER.

D i s c ove r  t h e  C i t y  

T h a t  L ove s  Yo u  B a c k

Culture
The college is conveniently located within walking distance of the city’s

historical sites, world-renowned museums, theater, and athletic events.

You’ll explore:

• Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell

• Phillies baseball, Eagles football, Flyers hockey, and 76ers 

basketball at the city’s Sports Complex in South Philadelphia

• Philadelphia Museum of Art, The Franklin Institute, and 

The Philadelphia Zoo

• The U.S. Mint and the National Constitution Center

• Philadelphia’s Academy of Music, home to the Pennsylvania Ballet

and the world-famous Philadelphia Orchestra

Cuisine
Whether you’re looking for a Philly cheese steak or a five-star restau-

rant, just step outside your door at Jefferson and find restaurants for

every taste and budget. 

Clubs
Discover Philly’s hot nightspots, where you’ll 

find a rich culture of jazz, blues, and rock 

performers.

Couture
Shop ’til you drop! The city’s boutiques and 

hundreds of retail outlets are nearby—and

there’s no sales tax on clothing.

Campus activities
You don’t have to leave campus to have fun! We have more than 100 student organ-

izations, from the African-American Student Society to the Water Polo Club. Dip

your toes in the pool at the Jefferson/IBC Wellness Center, which also offers hip-

hop dance classes, scuba lessons, massage therapy, and more!

For a complete list of student activities, visit: 

www.jefferson.edu/activities/activities_guide

Nearby in Old  City Philadelphia
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Applying
to Jefferson

When to Apply
Admission is on a rolling basis and is divided into Admissions Review periods, outlined below.

Admission to the Physical Therapy program is only available for the Fall semester.

To be considered for a particular review period, all application materials must be postmarked by

the indicated date. Preference is given to complete applications that meet the postmark dates;

however, we will accept applications as long as space is available. All students who meet the

postmark date for the consideration period will have the same chance of earning acceptance to

their respective program regardless of whether the application was received at the beginning or

the end of the consideration period.

You need not complete all prerequisites before you apply, but they must be

completed before you enter the program. You may also earn credits through

standardized tests, including CLEP. Admission is competitive, as there are a

limited number of seats in each class.

Apply Online
Visit www.jefferson.edu/jchp/admissions and click the “Apply Online” icon.
(The $50 application is reduced to $25 for all students who apply online.)

For high school students, 3+3 program admission is available 
through one of our articulated curriculum programs.  For details visit
www.jefferson.edu/jchp/admissions/partners.cfm 

Application Requirements for Admission *
• Completed application

• $50 application fee (Reduced to $25 for students who apply online.)

• Official transcripts from all education institutions attended

• 2 letters of recommendation (one from a volunteer site supervisor)

• Essay/personal statement

• Demonstration of English Language Proficiency

• Baccalaureate degree with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 and mini-
mum science GPA of 3.0, or, for high school students, 3+3 admission
through one of our articulated curriculum programs. For details visit
www.jefferson.edu/jchp/admissions/partners.cfm

• Volunteer experience—a total of 50 hours in at least two settings, such
as inpatient, outpatient or rehab; at least 20 hours in an inpatient setting

• An interview is required for all academically eligible applicants 

*JCHP uses the self-managed application process.  Details are outlined in
both the paper and online application instructions.

In addition to meeting all academic requirements, students must meet all
performance standards for the program. Refer to the online JCHP Catalog
for details, www.jefferson.edu/jchp/studentlife/cat.cfm

Criminal background check and child abuse clearance required for accepted
students; see notice on page 19.

Admissions Questions?
Call toll Free 877-JEFF-CHP (533-3247) or e-mail JCHP@jefferson.edu

16 j c h p p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y

Fall 2008 – Early Admissions Review Period October 31, 2007 December 15, 2007

Fall 2008 – 1st Admissions Review Period January 21, 2008 February 22, 2008

Fall 2008 – 2nd Admissions Review Period March 15, 2008 April 18, 2008
(space available basis)

Fall 2008 – 3rd Admissions Review Period May 1, 2008 June 15, 2008
(space available basis)

Fall 2008 – Final Admissions Review Period July 15, 2008 August 1, 2008
(space available basis)

Semester
Students who submit all 

application materials by the 
following postmark date…

…Will receive an 
admissions decision by 

the date listed below
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THOMAS JEFFERSON UNIVERSITY is 
committed to providing equal educational
and employment opportunities for all per-
sons without regard to race, color, national or
ethnic origin, marital status, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 
disability or veteran’s status.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Students who are offered admission to
Jefferson are required to have a criminal
background check and child abuse clearance.
The Office of Admissions will provide you
with the appropriate information to com-
plete this requirement.

Clinical rotation and fieldwork sites that
require a criminal background check and/or
child abuse clearance may deny a student's
participation in the clinical experience, rota-
tion or fieldwork because of a felony or mis-
demeanor conviction or a record of child
abuse. Clinical sites may also deny participa-
tion in clinical experiences for other reasons,
such as failure of a required drug test, or
inability to produce an appropriate health
clearance. As participation in clinical experi-
ences, rotations or fieldwork is a required
part of the curriculum and a requirement for
graduation, denial of participation by a clini-
cal site may result in delay of graduation or
the inability to graduate from the program. 

Regardless of whether or not a student grad-
uates from Jefferson, individuals who have
been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor
may be denied certification or licensure as a
health professional. Information regarding
individual eligibility may be obtained from
the appropriate credentialing bodies. 

ACCREDITATION
The program is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical
Therapy Education (CAPTE). The minimum
educational requirement is a post baccalau-
reate degree from an accredited education
program. Upon successful completion of the
program, students are awarded the Doctor
of Physical Therapy degree by the Jefferson
College of Graduate Studies. Candidates
must pass a state-administered national
exam. Other requirements for physical thera-
py practice vary from state to state accord-
ing to physical therapy practice acts or state
regulations governing physical therapy.

All program information, accurate at time of
publication, may be subject to change. Please
check our Web site for the most current
information: www.jefferson.edu/jchp

back cover Liberty Bell: PCVB, Anthony Sinagoga  / Citizens Park: PCVB

Tuition & Fees
(2007–2008 Academic Year)

Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Full-Time
Comprehensive Fee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,203

Transitional DPT
Per-Credit Fee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$800

Information Technology Fee . . . . . . . .$200 

Library Fee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200

Financial Aid
JCHP is committed to providing a high-quality education at an affordable price.
More than 75% of our students receive some form of financial assistance through
a combination of:
• Graduate Assistantships (GAs): finance your education while gaining a distinct

career advantage; assist faculty with research, teaching, or service projects;
awards range from $2,000–$6,000

• Dean’s Scholarships: available for students showing academic merit

• work-study programs: for students who demonstrate financial need; 
work as teaching/ lab assistants, tutors, and more

• federal, state, institutional and private loans

• grants

The University Office of Financial Aid works closely with students to identify
resources to help meet educational costs. To ensure that your financial aid 
funds are received by the tuition due date, financial aid applications should be
completed by May 1 for fall-term students.

Questions?
For more information about financial aid opportunities 
or the application process, please contact:
University Office of Student Financial Aid:
Phone: (215) 955-2867
E-mail: financial.aid@jefferson.edu
Web site: www.jefferson.edu/financialaid

Requirements for Non-U.S. Citizens
An evaluation of foreign transcripts by the World Education Service (WES) is required. 

All international students and U.S. permanent residents must demonstrate English 
language  proficiency as one of the conditions for admission to Jefferson College of
Health Professions. JCHP will accept any one of the following items to satisfy the 
proficiency requirement:

1. Internet-based TOEFL with an overall score of at least 87 and individual section
scores as follows:  Writing—21, Speaking—23, Reading—21 and Listening—22.

2. Baccalaureate degree or higher from an accredited U.S. college or university.

3. U.S. national or state licensure or certification in a nursing or allied health field.*

4. Score of 508 or higher on the Critical Reading (formerly Verbal) section of the SAT
for applicants entering JCHP directly from high school. 

5. Native English speaker from one of the following countries: Australia, Canada,
Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa or United Kingdom

* Certain certifications may not be sufficient to demonstrate proficiency. For nursing
students, only state licensure will be accepted.



Office of Admissions

Jefferson College of Health Professions

130 South 9th St., Suite 100

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Phone: 877-JEFF-CHP (toll-free)

215-503-8890 (local)

Web site: www.jefferson.edu/jchp
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